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BLOBS





“President of the 
WYSIWYG haters club”



“Get your HTML out of my 
content”



SEAN McGRATH (2002)
The document people have the same problems as always: 
Editing tools are dogs when it comes to mixed content 
and attributes; ... The ethos of separating content from 
presentation breaks down at the old chestnuts called 
tables, equations, and graphics -- just as it always has.

http://www.propylon.com/news/ctoarticles/Roller_Coaster_20020301.html

http://www.propylon.com/news/ctoarticles/Roller_Coaster_20020301.html


But Team Chunk has a deadly weakness. When narrative 
text is mixed with embedded media, complex call-outs, or 
other rich supporting material, structured templates have 
trouble keeping up.... 
The chunky, fields-and-templates approach we’ve 
developed can’t save us from the mismatch between our 
content and HTML’s descriptive tools.

http://alistapart.com/article/battle-for-the-body-field

JEFF EATON (2014)



JEFF’S SOLUTIONS

XML Schemas for the markup
Short Tags a la WordPress
HTML5 data attributes
Web components



A LITTLE ABOUT US



A LITTLE ABOUT US

Client

Loves Features
Loves Flexibility
Hates Complexity



A LITTLE ABOUT US

Client

Loves Features
Loves Flexibility
Hates Complexity

Site builder

Loves Simplicity
Wants Control
Hates Breakage 



HELLO. IS THAT THE 
DRUPAL SHOP?



























Structure and flexibility

INTRODUCING 
PARAGRAPHS



Model what changes

ENCAPSULATION



GANG OF FOUR (1995)
Consider what should be variable in your design. This 
approach is the opposite of focusing on the cause of 
redesign. Instead of considering what might force a change 
to a design, consider what you want to be able to 
change without redesign. The focus here is on 
encapsulating the concept that varies, a theme of many 
design patterns.

Design Patterns: Elements of Reusable Object  Oriented Software



PARAGRAPHS 
ENCAPSULATE 
CONTENT THAT 
CHANGES



PARAGRAPHS 
PARTIALLY 
SOLVE THE
CHUNKING
PROBLEM

https://www.flickr.com/photos/64878216



PARAGRAPHS 
PARTIALLY 
SOLVE THE 
STRUGGLE FOR 
CONTROL

https://www.flickr.com/photos/asafantman/5134136997



How we use it

SOME DEMOS











TAKEAWAYS

Content Strategy and Data Modeling
A new way of building sites
Great for distros



QUESTIONS



Murray Woodman @murrayw
Ivan Zugec @zugec

THANKS


